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In France, Prisons Filled With Muslims

I

By Molly Moore
Washington Post Foreign Service
Tuesday, April 29, 2008

SEQUEDIN, France -- Samia El Alaoui
Talibi walks her beat in a cream-colored
head scarf and an ink-black robe with
sunset-orange piping, an outfit she picked
up at a yard sale.

After passing a bulletproof window, El
Alaoui Talibi trudges through half a dozen
heavy, locked doors to reach the Muslim |

. [ : Samia El Alaoui Talibi, who with her husband ministers to Muslims at a
faithful ItO whom she mInISt?I’S in the ) prison in northern France, talks to an inmate. Activists blame France's
women'’s cellblock of the Lille-Sequedin  social policies for the disproportionate number of Muslims in its prison

Detention Center in far northern France. ~ system. (By Molly Moore -- The Washington Post)
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It took her years to earn this access, said TOOLBOX

El Alaoui Talibi, one of only four Muslim holy women allowed Resize &y Print Email
to work in French prisons. "Everyone has the same prejudices

and negative image of Muslims and Islam," said Moroccan-

born El Alaoui Talibi, 47, the mother of seven children. WHO'S BLOGGING _ powered by Sphara
"When some guards see you, they see an Arab; they see you
the same as if you were a prisoner."

» Links to this article

This prison is majority Muslim -- as is virtually every house of incarceration in France. About 60 to 70
percent of all inmates in the country's prison system are Muslim, according to Muslim leaders,
sociologists and researchers, though Muslims make up only about 12 percent of the country's
population.

On a continent where immigrants and the children of immigrants are disproportionately represented in
almost every prison system, the French figures are the most marked, according to researchers,
criminologists and Muslim leaders.

"The high percentage of Muslims in prisons is a direct consequence of the failure of the integration of
minorities in France," said Moussa Khedimellah, a sociologist who has spent several years conducting
research on Muslims in the French penal system.

In Britain, 11 percent of prisoners are Muslim in contrast to about 3 percent of all inhabitants,
according to the Justice Ministry. Research by the Open Society Institute, an advocacy organization,
shows that in the Netherlands 20 percent of adult prisoners and 26 percent of all juvenile offenders are
Muslim; the country is about 5.5 percent Muslim. In Belgium, Muslims from Morocco and Turkey
make up at least 16 percent of the prison population, compared with 2 percent of the general
populace, the research found.

Sociologists and Muslim leaders say the French prison system reflects the deep social and ethnic
divides roiling France and its European neighbors as immigrants and a new generation of their children
alter the demographic and cultural landscape of the continent.

French prison officials blame the high numbers on the poverty of people who have moved here from
North African and other Islamic countries in recent decades. "Many immigrants arrive in France in
difficult financial situations, which make delinquency more frequent," said Jeanne Sautiére, director of
integration and religious groups for the French prison system. "The most important thing is to say there
is no correlation between Islam and delinquency."

But Muslim leaders, sociologists and human rights activists argue that more than in most other
European countries, government social policies in France have served to isolate Muslims in
impoverished suburbs that have high unemployment, inferior schools and substandard housing. This
has helped create a generation of French-born children with little hope of social advancement and
even less respect for French authority.

"The question of discrimination and justice is one of the key political questions of our society, and still,
it is not given much importance,” said Sebastian Roche, who has studied judicial discrimination as
research director for the French National Center for Scientific Research. "We can't blame a state if its
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companies discriminate; however, we can blame the state if its justice system and its police
discriminate.”

As a matter of policy, the French government does not collect data on race, religion or ethnicity on its
citizens in any capacity, making it difficult to obtain precise figures on the makeup of prison
populations. But demographers, sociologists and Muslim leaders have compiled generally accepted
estimates showing Muslim inmate populations nationwide averaging between 60 and 70 percent.

CONTINUED 1 2 3 Next>

From Our Partners

* Hu?s Really in Control in China? -
By Drew Thompson

* Rise of the Hans - By Joel Kotkin
* The FP Salon: Peter Bergen's The
Longest War

More in World
A Woman's World Connect Online Become Green: Science.
Multimedia reports on Share and comment a fan of the Policy. Living.
the struggle for on Post world news | World Desk Full coverage of
equality around the on Facebook and o energy and
globe. .. Twitter. environment news.
© 2008 The Washington Post Company
Ways you can get us The Washington Post Web site Advertise
E Mobile % Podcasts = About us = Make us your homepage = In the newspaper
w9 Apps O Widgets = Work for us * On the Web site
& Newsletters & alerts & Post Store = Community Relations HESREEEY « Mobile
BEY RSS [T Photo Store = PostPoints 2 SUbSC”b?tO the newspaper « Events
Kl Facebook e Washington Post Live « Corrections * Home delivery service =
3@ Twitter = Archive * e-Replica The Washington Post Company
« Contact the Ombudsman * Corporate Web site
Partners

Slate #2GOV express SAPEITAL  [ITiempolatno  #ROOT  [JgForeignPoliy  “CUITENT

© 1996-2011 The Washington Post | User Agreement and Privacy Policy | Rights and Permissions Help | Contact Us


http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/04/28/AR2008042802560_2.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/04/28/AR2008042802560_3.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/04/28/AR2008042802560_2.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/04/28/AR2008042802560.html#
http://www.evri.com/
http://www.evri.com/
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/01/17/hu_s_really_in_control_in_china
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/01/17/rise_of_the_hans
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/01/17/the_fp_salon_peter_bergens_the_longest_war
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/world/womansworld/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/world/womansworld/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-Post-World-Desk/15225899564
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-Post-World-Desk/15225899564
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-Post-World-Desk/15225899564
http://twitter.com/postworldnews
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/nation/green/index.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/nation/green/index.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/mobile/mobilewebsite.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/mmedia/podcastfront.htm?hpid=distribution
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/mobile/apps.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/widgets?hpid=distribution
http://www.washingtonpost.com/newsletters/
http://www.cafepress.com/washingtonpost
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/rss/index.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/buyphotos
http://www.facebook.com/washingtonpost
http://washingtonpostlive.com/
http://twitter.com/washingtonpost
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/community/about/
http://washingtonpostmedia.com/careers/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/community/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/registration/postpoints/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/linkset/2005/04/25/LI2005042500027.html
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/washingtonpost/search.html
mailto:ombudsman@washpost.com
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/make-homepage.html','','toolbar=no,location=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=yes,scrollbars=yes,resizable=no,copyhistory=no,width=417,height=415,left=50,top=200,screenX=50,screenY=200'));
https://subscription.washpost.com/subscriberservices/subscriber.portal?state=welcome&oscode=RPWE
https://subscription.washpost.com/subscriber.portal?state=welcome
http://thewashingtonpost.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
http://www.washingtonpostads.com/
http://advertising.washingtonpost.com/index.php
http://advertising.washingtonpost.com/index.php/contacts
http://washingtonpostlive.com/contact
http://www.washpostco.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=62487&p=irol-landing
http://www.slate.com/
http://www.whorunsgov.com/
http://www.expressnightout.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/capitalbusiness/
http://eltiempolatino.com/
http://theroot.com/
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/
http://www.icurrent.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/copy.htm?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/members.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/permissions.htm
http://help.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contactus/index.html

